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Mussolini as he stood there, the supreme head of 2,200
Fascist groups comprising a total of 310,000 registered
members, the majority of them under thirty.

The programme of the party was distributed by the
million. It may be summed up briefly as follows:

Reform of the State by decentralization. Restriction
of Parliamentary terms of reference to problems con-
cerning the individual as a citizen of the State, the State
being the organ for the realization and protection of the
supreme interests of the nation; the creation of a system
of corporations; restoration of the interior prestige of the
State; affirmation of Italy's rights to her complete his-
torical and geographical unity, even where that unity
was not yet fully attained; recognition of the rights of
private property; social measures requisite to bring about
the extinction of class warfare by the legal recognition
of workers' and employers' unions with the responsibili-
ties arising therefrom; measures of all kinds designed to
insure to all those towards whom the State had contracted
a liability, such as ex-service men, men permanently
disabled, civil servants, the due fulfilment of its liability.

Thus, over against a central power which was becom-
ing progressively demoralized, the National Fascist Party
rose up with a programme of practical reforms calculated
to satisfy every son of Italy who was not prepared to
acquiesce in his country's downfall.

In this year of grace 1922, government after govern-
ment collapsed like a house of cards. The King had all
the difficulty in the world to find men who would under-
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